
Urban Creek Restoration and 
Trail system

Waller Creek Project
Watershed Protection Department, City of Austin



QUESTION:

1.) What does your ideal Urban Creek system 
look like and how does it interact with a busy 

Downtown city.



AGENDA:

• About Waller
• History
• Designs and Planning
• Issues and challenges
• Lessons learned
• Questions



AUSTIN



More development- more 
people- more more more

ABOUT



19uu Airplane view of vicinity of Waller Creek 

& East 1st Street
1920 Waller Creek at 6th Street

HISTORY

http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth124579/m1/1/?q=waller%20creek%20austin%20texas
http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth125273/m1/1/?q=waller%20creek%20austin%20texas


Flooding
Erosion
Pollution





Waller Creek Tunnel



Waller Creek tunnel



Capturing the 
Opportunity of the 

Waller Creek Tunnel



What Waller is now- how the tunnel 
incorporated new development 



for a revitalized urban creek and park system

Design and 
Plans





How to make a 
creek work naturally 
in an urban setting



RIPARIAN 
AREA, 

FLOOD 
BENCHES & 

AQUATIC 
HABITAT



Working 
with

failed slopes



SOIL NAIL 
WALL



Current construction







ISSUES & 
CHALLENGES 

AHEAD



LESSONS 
LEARNED



QUESTIONS:

1.) What does your ideal Urban Creek system 
look like and how does it interact with a busy 

Downtown city.



Thank you




