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813 houses removed from 25 
and 100-year floodplains

• 483 with matching funds 
from US Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) 
partnership

• 1998-2017

• 330 funded 100% by COA 
WPD

• 2014-2018

• 14 homes (“hold-outs”)

Low income, food insecure

ONION CREEK FLOODPLAIN 
BUYOUT PROGRAM:

A Q U IC K  H ISTO RY



USACE feasibility study recommendation
• Solutions for flooding, restoration

• Flood risk reduction in 25 year floodplain 
(483 homes)

• Recreational facilities

• Ecosystem restoration

ONION CREEK FLOODPLAIN 
BUYOUT PROGRAM:

AR MY C O R PS PARTN ER SHIP

Yarabee Bend Recreation Area
• Street removal and conversion to trails

• Concrete and gravel

• Added parking and restroom

• Designated ecosystem restoration areas (over 200 
acres)

• 31 pavilions



FLOODPLAIN BUYOUTS IN 
AUSTIN

MANAGING NEW OPEN SPACE

• Once acquired, added to mowing contract
• 4-6 times per year depending on site

• Community engagement after 1 year 
• Neighborhood meetings, survey

• Potential uses:
• Wildflower meadow

• Grow Zone

• Orchard

• Community garden

• Native landscaping

• Trails

• Invasive removal

• Tree planting

• Public art, outdoor education



BUYOUT MANAGEMENT
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
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• Community Garden

• Orchard

• Trail

• Flood-proof amenities 
(benches, dog waste 
stations)

THE BAYTON LOOP 
EXAMPLE

• Sapling planting

• Ligustrum removal

• Native seeding

• Very limited mowing

• Rain gardens

25 homes removed in 2011 after frequent 
flooding 

Bayton Loop story map

http://arcg.is/n199b






MOVING FORWARD WITH ONION 
CREEK

• What can we offer with our limited 
resources to supplement existing 
services/amenities?

• How can we create partnerships to 
help us repurpose this area to best 
serve the community and also be 
compatible for floodplain use?

• How can we leverage new 
partnerships to help us reach a 
diverse population, and keep them 
engaged throughout this process?



REACHING OUT FOR 
PARTNERSHIPS

• GAVA – Go Austin Vamos Austin (non-profit)
• Improve equitable access to healthy lifestyles

• Reduce barriers to healthy food and safe physical activity

• Sustainable Food Center (non-profit)
• Improving access to nutritious, affordable food

• Onion Creek Park Neighborhood Association

• COA Parks & Recreation

• COA Office of Sustainability 



COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

• Collaboration with COA staff on content, 
design, and creation
• Paper copies, SurveyMonkey, Door Hangers, 

Flyers



COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

• Targeted social media posts (FB, Nextdoor)

• Elementary school circulation

• Neighborhood meetings

• Partner distribution lists (non-profit partners, COA 
programs, neighborhood associations)

• Flyer locations (library, rec center, etc) 

Elementary Schools



SURVEY RESULTS

250 responses
• 3 on paper
• 3 in Spanish
• 84 comments



SURVEY RESULTS
CONCERNS FROM THE PUBLIC

• Security after dark
• Homeless
• Illegal dumping
• Fallen trees, lack of mowing



SURVEY RESULTS
PRAISE AND SUPPORT

Overwhelming support of:
• Less mowing

• More street removal

• Less street lights

• More pollinator habitat

• More trees

• Community agriculture

• Fruit trees

• Walking/biking/equestrian paths

• Using the area to benefit the Onion Creek ecosystem



RESPONSE
CONCERNS FROM THE PUBLIC

Security after dark
• Monthly check-in with APD area representative
• Working with Legal to establish curfew
• Potential partnership with PARD Rangers
• Signage

Homeless
• Utilize new partnership with Integral Care

• clean-up contract



RESPONSE
CONCERNS FROM THE PUBLIC

Illegal Dumping
• Coordinate with 

Austin Resource 
Recovery for 
regular sweeps

• Strategic closing 
of streets







RESPONSE
CONCERNS FROM THE PUBLIC

Fallen trees, mowing
• Education & communication
• Mowing buffer areas
• Utilize contracts to address “weedy” species 

(Johnson grass, etc)
• Quarterly sweep with chipper



NEXT STEPS:
COMMUNITY AGRICULTURE

Soil Testing

RFI for potential lease situation

GAVA discussions
• Neighbors, elementary schools, city 

departments, Sustainable Food Center
• What does community ag look like?
• Who would be involved?



NEXT STEPS: 
HABITAT AND ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION



NEXT STEPS

Continue GAVA Partnership
• Atlas 14 Flood Insurance meetings
• GAVA Health Fairs & other events
• GAVA-led discussions

Draft vision/management plan
• Release to public alongside survey results

• Continue to accept feedback

Education plan
• WPD Education and Graphic Design 

teams

• Maps, signs, public art

Update online presence
• Keep webpage updated with documents, 

resources, and maps

• Story Map

http://arcg.is/viGu4


QUESTIONS?

Leah.Gibson@austintexas.gov
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