
Erin Cord – City of  Austin Watershed Protection Department

Community Engagement through 
Creekside Restoration:

An Update on the City 
of  Austin Grow Zone 

Program



Program History…



Program History…

Water Quantity

Water Quality



Program History…

• The wider the buffer the greater the function 



Program History…

• Willowbrook Reach (2010)
– Restoration pilot project
– Active restoration with community input
– Not scalable 



Program History…

• Grow Zone Program (2012)
– No Mow
– Agreement with COA PARD
– Passive restoration
– 12 pilot parks



Program History…

• Grow Zone Program (2013)
– One program manager
– Volunteer-driven restoration
– Partner organizations 
– One restoration events calendar
– 21 Grow Zones



Program History

• Keep Austin Beautiful co-sponsorship (2014)
– Overlap with existing Adopt-a-Creek Program
– Mobilize volunteers to drive riparian restoration efforts
– Train AAC Coordinator



Program History…

• Keys to initial program success
– 311 call routing
– Park District Managers and mowers
– Lots of  outreach!



Program History…

Dottie Jordan Park Grow Zone

2012 2015



Program History…

Azie Morton Grow Zone






Program History…

Boggy Creek at Hargrave St. Grow Zone






Program History

• Restoration Plan
– Begin initial conversation about restoration
– Guide volunteers in a meaningful way
– Provide options 
– Living document
– Schedule







Volunteer Techniques

• City website (austintexas.gov/creekside)
• Instructional videos
• Trainings 
• “How To” documents
• Invasive species field guide



Community Creekside Monitoring

• Derived from the Riparian Functional Assessment (RFA)
• Once per year between April and October
• 9 categories for data collection



Community Creekside Monitoring

• Riparian Score based on parameter scores 



Community Creekside Monitoring

• Training



Rewarding Dedicated 
Creek Adopters



Rewarding Dedicated Adopters

• Ready? Set. Plant!
– Partnership with local non-profits
– ~10 sites/year
– Over 11,000 seedlings planted this season alone!

Photos by TreeFolks



Rewarding Dedicated Adopters



Rewarding Dedicated Adopters 

• Texas Conservation Corps
– Certain qualifying sites

– 30% canopy reduction 

– Focus clearing around larger native trees

Photos by TXCC



Rewarding Dedicated Adopters 

• ~6.5 acres managed this year



Rewarding Dedicated Adopters 

• North Acres Park



Rewarding Dedicated Adopters 

• North Acres Park

Photos by TreeFolks



The Future of  the Grow Zone 
Program



Stewardship Plans
• Jumping off  point from the Restoration Plan
• More in depth and site specific
• Menu options with direction
• Sets expectations of  city services



And Beyond…
• Adding more Grow Zones in Austin
• Grow Zones on AISD property
• Restoration manual for volunteers
• Sharing the program with other cities/municipalities



erin.cord@austintexas.gov

Questions?
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