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Yuma East Wetlands Restoration 
Colorado River, Arizona Rivers 
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• Riparian Areas in the Desert Southwest Make up 
approximately 3% of the Land Mass 

 
• Riparian Areas in the Desert Southwest Support 35% of the 

Avifauna Species and 33% of the Plant Species 
 
• 90% + of the Riparian Areas have Been Destroyed  in the 

south west 
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• Reversing a century of environmental 
degradation on the Lower Colorado River 

• Reconnecting a desert Southwest 
community cut off from the river…….. 
recreationally and commercially 

• Bridging historic divides among diverse 
stakeholders 

• Weaving new commercial development 
into a National Historic Landmark 
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A Challenged Balance of Progress 
and Preservation 
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Habitat 
Fragmentation 

  4 Large Dams 

 Glen Canyon 

 Hoover 

 Davis 

 Parker 

 5 Smaller Weirs 

 Headgate Rock 

 Palo Verde Weir 

 Imperial Dam 

 Laguna Dam 

 Morelos Dam 

Mar de Cortez 
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Reduction in river flows and flooding 
 





Site Analysis 
 

•Research of existing information and 
plans 
•Preliminary wetland delineation 
•Hydrology  
•Soil texture 
•Depth to water table 
•Soil and water salinity 
•Topography information 
•Vegetation cover 
•Water/irrigation availability 
•Aerial photography 
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Hotel and Pivot Point: 
2014 
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