
Connecting the 
Dots 
Increasing Knowledge by Preserving History, Conserving 
Resources, and Enhancing Recreation 



Authorized in 1924  
 provide water supply 

 control flooding 

 

 

1949 

1908 

Tarrant Regional Water District 



Tarrant Regional Water District 
One of the State’s largest providers 
• Eleven county service area  
• > 1.8 million people served 
• > 30 wholesale customers, 
     including  

Fort Worth,  

Arlington,  

Mansfield and the  

Trinity River Authority  

 
 



Tarrant Regional Water District 

Major Reservoirs 
>97,000 surface acres  
>760 mi shoreline 

Watersheds 
>5,000 mi2  
>5,600 stream miles 

Lake 
Bridgeport 

Eagle Mtn 
Lake 

Cedar 
Creek Lake 

Richland-Chambers 
Reservoir 



Tarrant Regional Water District 

Fort Worth Floodway 
~21 river miles 

West Fork Trinity 
Clear Fork Trinity 



Trinity Trail System 

Tarrant Regional Water District 



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 
Carswell Air Force Base 
 1941 Site of B-24 Liberator bomber production 

 1948 Tarrant Field renamed for Major Carswell 

 Built the bulk of the AF Convair B-36, and B-58, and GD 
F-111 Aardvark, EF-111 Raven, and F-16 Fighting Falcon 
fleets 

 1993 BRAC Realignment to Joint Reserve Base, and 
decommissioning of about 400 acres of base property. 



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 

Foundation of Commander’s home 

Decommissioned DC-9 

Preserving History 



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 
Unique natural features 
 Unique waterfall attracted 

people from surrounding areas 

 Connected to 
Trinity Trail System 

 Airfield Falls Park and Trailhead  



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 
 Enhancing Recreation 
 2013 Westworth Village long-term plan for 

extension of green spaces, parks, and trails 
throughout the community. 

 2014 Transportation Alternatives Program Grant 



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 
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Airfield Falls Conservation Park 
Terrestrial Resources 
 Cross Timbers and Prairies, 

Blackland Prairies ecoregions 

 Narrow, degraded riparian corridor 

 Minimal wildlife habitat 

 Invasive species 

 



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 
Aquatic Resources 
 Flow primarily from rainfall and storm 

water runoff 

 Meandering riffle-pool complexes 

 Limited-Intermediate fish community  

 Limited water quality data 
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Texas Stream Team Data 
2010-2014 

63% 

14% 

11% 

10% 

Western  
Mosquito fish 

Central  
stoneroller 

Green sunfish 

Bluegill sunfish 
 



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 
Storm Water Management 

 Bioswale 

 Permeable Pavement 

 Permeable Concrete 

 



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 
Water Conservation 

 Preservation of native trees 

 Low water Habiturf 

 Native  & adapted plants 

 



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 
Challenges 
 Historic perception that urban streams 

and rivers are not safe. 

 Appearance either park-like or trashy 
and “wild” (wild is not safe) 

 

 



Airfield Falls Conservation Park 
Looking Ahead 
 Get the park open! 

 Support local programs for 
outdoor education and training. 

 Community involvement, schools 
& youth groups, master naturalists, 
stream team & other citizen 
science groups. 
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