
Treasuring the Trinity:  
Challenges and Opportunities 



Trinity Key Points 
– Supplies water to 

~45% of Texas 
population 

– Connects D/FW to 
Houston 

– 512 miles long, 
1,983 miles of 
tributaries 

– Rural land covers 
75% of 18,000 
square miles (7% 
of Texas) 

– Municipal water 
use is 80% 
 
 
 



Water Quality 
• 2012 Water Quality  
    Inventory and CWA 303(d) List 

– 40 segments “impaired” 
– 71 segments of concern 
– 11 segments delisted  
    from 303(d)  
– 3 segments added  
– 25 of 40 impaired segments  
   due to bacteria 



Water Quality 
• 2010 Water Quality  
    Inventory and CWA 303(d) List 

– 37 segments “impaired” 
– 67 segments of concern 
– 4 segments delisted  
    from 303(d)  
– 7 segments added  
– 27 of 37 impaired segments  
   due to bacteria 



 



Texas’ Projected Growth 



The Challenges 
• Rapidly increasing 

population 
• Poor water 

quality 
• Fragmentation/ 

Habitat loss 
• Declining wildlife 

populations 
• Reduced 

recreational 
opportunities 





Fragmentation 
• 5,000 new properties in the 1-100 size class 
• Resulting problems 

– Loss of sustainable wildlife habitat 
– Reduced agricultural productivity 



Trinity River Basin  
Restoration Initiative 

• Governor’s 2006 
Announcement 

• Improve water quality 
by habitat restoration 

• Build capacity of 
Trinity Waters 

• Foster natural 
resources 
conservation culture 
 



Goals 
• Connect rural land stewardship to urban water 

resources 
• Establish partnerships among landowners, 

conservation organizations, private companies, and 
agencies 
 
 



Goals 

 
• Promote land 

stewardship practices 
– Improve ag 

production 
– Increase wildlife 

populations 
– Greater recreational 

opportunities 
• Improve water resources 

– “Land Sponge” 
– Reduce pollutants 

 



Delivering Information 
to Landowners and the Public 

• Website 
– Landowner Library 

with over 400 natural 
resource publications 
and links  

– Highlights projects, 
news, and events 
within the Trinity 
River Basin 
 

 



Delivering Information 
to Landowners and the Public 

• Social Media 
 
Facebook                                   Twitter 
 
 
 
Scoop.it!                                               
 
 
Wild Wonderings                                     
           Blog                                                             

Photos 

WFSC AgriLife 



Delivering Information 
to Landowners and the Public 

• Publications 
– Native Grassland 

Restoration  
– Native Grassland 

Monitoring and 
Management 

– Riparian Restoration 
and Grazing 
Management (coming 
soon) 
 

 



Delivering Information 
to Landowners and the Public 

• Two riparian management workshops 



Trinity River Information Management System 
(TRIMS) 

• Accessible 
• Interactive 
• Watershed scale 

(local to regional)  
• Soils, vegetation, 

elevation, stream 
data 

• Restoration 
potential 

   trims.tamu.edu 



 



Conservation Example 
Youth Education 

• Learning Across New 
Dimensions in Science 
(L.A.N.D.S.)  

• Wide assortment of 
teachers and natural 
resource partners 

• Outdoor classrooms to 
teach students the value of 
natural resource 
conservation 

 
 
 

 



A Strategic Approach to Bobwhite Recovery 
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Conservation Example 



Conservation Example 

• Joint project (2012) 
with NRCS and local 
SWCDs  

• $8.5 million invested 
with landowners to 
carry out conservation 
practices that benefit 
water quality and soil 
health 

• And thirsty Texans in 
Urban and Rural areas 

Chambers Creek Water Quality Initiative 
 





Restoration of the Trinity Basin is a Common Link 
Between Urban and Rural Texans 
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