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Kevin Anderson   Sue Watts       Sari Moyer  
(Past President)   (President)   (President-Elect) 

kevin.anderson@ci.austin.tx.us  susan.watts@ttuhsc.edu  sarimoyer@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Gonzales          Emily Schieffer    Ken Mayben  
(Treasurer)   (Communications Coord.)       (Vice President) 

mgonzales@sara-tx.org     eschieffer@lggroupinc.com     Ken.Mayben@tx.usda.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amanda Camp    Steve Nelle        Larry White  
      (Member-at-Large)        (Member-at-Large)    (Member-at-Large)  
amanda.camp@ttu.edu  steve.nelle@tx.usda.gov      whiteld@cox.net 
 
 

 

 

Calendar of  
Riparian Events 

 
 
March 30. Environmental Defense hosts its annual state-wide water 
conference at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, 
TX. The focus this year is Texas Springs: Protection, Restoration 
and Stewardship.  More information is available at 
www.texaswatermatters.org.  
 
April 22. Deadline for submission of abstracts for the National 
Nonpoint Source Monitoring Workshop: Monitoring for Decision 
Making. The conference is sponsored by the U.S. EPA, TCEQ, and 
River System Institute. It will be held in Austin, TX on August 26-30. 
For more information, contact Chuck Dvorsky at 
cdvorsky@tceq.state.tx.us or Annette Paulin at 
NPS07@grandecom.net.  
 
May 14. Deadline for submitting an abstract for the AWRA Annual 
Water Conference, to be held November 12-15 in Albuquerque, NM.
A broad array of resource topics will be covered.  For more 
information, see www.awra.org.  
 

 = Event sponsored by TRA. 
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Texas Riparian Association 
c/o Center for Environmental Research 
2210 S. FM 973 
Austin, TX  78725-7103 

National Rip
In 1996, the National Riparian Service Tea
understanding of riparian systems and 2) c
NRST conducts community-based trainings
the Proper Functioning Condition (PFC) me
vegetation, hydrology, and landforms (erosio
made independent of any value judgments.
are considered invasive.  The benefit of this
and shared vocabulary for groups interested

While the PFC assessment method is straig
by a skilled interdisciplinary team who is fam

In the field, the team considers three
components of a stream, in order to assess
vegetation, hydrology, and erosion/depositio
are assessed by means of a checklist, w
specific questions about each componen
questions require a certain amount of 
judgment on the part of the assessment te
respect to the vegetation composition in th
corridor, a combination of woody and he
species, of different ages, classes, and a
colonize and stabilize stream banks are c
preferable.  Questions about the hydrolo
stream address the stream’s access to the 
frequency of flooding, and width/depth ratio
and deposition within the stream are exp
questions about lateral stream movement, p
and floodplain and channel characteristics.  
information the team members judge to be
(even if not specifically requested) can be a
“remarks” section at the end of the 
considered when making the final designat
stream.  These remarks can also be helpfu
stream assessment is complete, as the sta
begin to use the collected information to ide
and design a management and monitorin
the stream. 

The final designation of the stream as bei
functioning condition, functional – 
nonfunctional, or unknown is a qualitative
based on quantitative data and is reached
the team’s discussion of all issues identif
the assessment. 

For more information, contact Kevin Anderson at 512-972-1960 or kevin.anderson@ci.austin.tx.us  
Or check us out on the web at www.texasriparian.org 

Yes, I want to become a member of the Texas Riparian Association and help to encourage healthy riparian systems within Texas! 
 
Name__________________________________________ Affiliation (if any)___________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone (work/home)________________________________ Phone (cell/pager)_____________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please check one of the following annual membership categories: 
      Member   $20        Business Member  $50 
     Student Member  $10        Sponsoring Member  $150 
      Government or           Life Member   $300 

 Non-profit Member $35        Sustaining Member  $20 
           (add to cost of any other membership category) 

 

I would like to serve on a committee!  My first choice is:  
      Administration (finances, incorporation, by-laws, membership)  
      Program (agendas and logistics for conferences, workshops, seminars, meeting planning) 
      Outreach (educational materials- except programs- including newsletter, website, brochures) 
      Research & Demonstration (library, database, demonstration projects) 
 
Please make checks payable to the Texas Riparian Association and mail with this form to: TRA c/o Center for Environmental Research 

   2210 S. FM 973 
For more information on membership, contact Kevin at kevin.anderson@ci.austin.tx.us  Austin, Texas 78725-7103 
 

Membership Update. The Texas Riparian Association is an all-volunteer, nonprofit organization dedicated to encouraging healthy
riparian systems in Texas.  The TRA’s efforts in education, research and healthy watershed management are possible largely through the funds
provided by members like you.  Please consider joining us or renewing your membership today.  Thank you for your support! 
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arian Service Team Comes to Central Texas 
m (NRST) created the Creeks and Communities program with the goals of 1) increasing awareness and
eating a shared vocabulary so that communities can discuss these systems.  In service of these goals, the
and service trips around the country.  One of the tools they teach in the trainings is an assessment method,
thod, which utilizes interdisciplinary teams of stakeholders and scientists/skilled technicians in the areas of
n/deposition) to assess the physical functioning of a stream.  A key of this method is that this assessment is
 For example, the species diversity of a stream is documented without discussion of whether these species
approach is that it provides a shared starting point (namely, a description of the current condition of a stream)
in developing a particular future state for that stream (e.g. increased livestock forage, improved bird habitat).  

htforward, it takes into consideration a number of variables and, as such, is most effective when undertaken
iliar with the stream being evaluated, as well as typical riparian systems in the region.   

 
Photo 1. A group discusses their assessment of a stream outside Kerrville. 

Photo 2. Steve Nelle discusses the role of various riparian plants with the group. 
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nservation Service (NRCS) and with the assistance of local coordinators Steve Nelle and Ricky Linex, the
lmost 100 participants over the course of two, two-day workshops in Kerrville and Corsicana October 16-17
om instruction covering the basics, participants headed to the field on the second day, to practice using the
 included NRCS, The Nature Conservancy, The Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative, Navarro Soil and
onsulting.   

Riparian Service Team continued on p. 2
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Long Live the Rio Laja!
The Rio Laja wastershed comprises most of the state of Guanajuato in central Mexico. Fed by several mountain streams, the Laja is depended
upon by many people for many purposes. Campesinos living along the river make use of it for household water needs and occasionally for
irrigation; for many of them, the Laja is the only economically viable water supply. Commercial agriculture, much of it run by multinational
agribusinesses, is also a big consumer of the river’s water. These farms use a variety of means to irrigate, ranging from efficient central pivots to
inefficient flood systems, with many still using spray irrigation gun techniques. Among those dependent upon the Rio Laja for day-to-day purposes
are the citizens of San Miguel de Allende, long known as an artist colony and a haven for expatriates of many nationalities. 

Into this community, almost 30 years ago, came Susan Porter Smith from New York. After studying painting and photography for several years and
enjoying some success, Susan reinvigorated her interest in environmental issues and soon became president of the only Audubon chapter in
Mexico. Her personal issue was the connection between environmental degradation in the watershed and the steady increase in population. The
water table was dropping; forests were being harvested for firewood for the cities and charcoal for commercial operations; cows and goats were
consuming not only the grasses and forbs, but also the mast from oak trees, substantially limiting forest renewal; riparian areas were being
damaged by erosion and improperly controlled livestock access.  

Susan began to coordinate the efforts of numerous organizations with environmental and community connections to promote more sustainable
practices within the watershed. She sought technical support from the U.S. Forest Service and secured grant funds and technical assistance from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the North American Wetlands Foundation, in addition to Mexican
governmental agencies. Ultimately, she founded a private, volunteer-powered, non-profit organization, Salvemos al Rio Laja, which is dedicated to
conserving and rehabilitating the Rio Laja Watershed, including Santa Rosa, the major watershed forest.   

The program that developed from the collaborative efforts of these various organizations focused on building small rock dams in gullies and on
steep, almost barren hillsides within the various communities, as well as a massive effort to pinpoint and create a photo database of these
structures, using GIS. Salvemos al Rio Laja has carried out many of these projects. Other projects have been undertaken by landowners, under the
supervision of the U.S. Forest Service. 

In August of 2006, Susan Hughes of Save the Laja, a sister organization in Texas, invited a team of natural resource professionals to assess
funded projects in the watershed of the Laja River.  The team included Al Medina (Research Ecologist, U.S. Forest Service, Rocky Mountain
Experiment Station, Flagstaff, AZ), Dr. Gilberto Soliz Garza (Riparian Professor, University of Sonora, Mexico), Jaci Winter, a Canadian
archaeologist, Dr. Fran Gelwick (Asst. Professor, Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries Science, Texas A&M University), and Mike Mecke (Water Programs
Specialist, Texas Water Resources Institute, TAMU and co-founder of TRA). The team was ably assisted by two Mexican graduate students,
Gerardo Lopez Mora and Jose Maria “Chema” Suarez Duena, who had participated in several of the Laja projects.  
Arriving in San Miguel for a lengthy tour of the watershed,
the team found a surprising diversity in topography,
elevation, geology and vegetation, but also much
degradation throughout the watershed.  After assessing the
watershed and the projects that had been completed within
it, the team gave a report to the Save the Laja leadership.
In general, it was felt that while the projects indicated a
tremendous amount of effort and dedication on the part of
the volunteers, much more would be needed in order to
both heal and slow the deterioration of the watershed and
riparian areas.  Plans were made and recommendations
given for the work that would be undertaken.  Just as the
causes that combined to produce the deteriorated
watershed were many, so would be the array of tools used
to stabilize and improve the riparian conditions of the Rio
Laja, its flows and surrounding watersheds.  Some of the
proposed projects will involve negotiations and agreements
with landowners, land managers, and the irrigation district
that has completely cut off Laja River flows in the valley
with a dam built to provide irrigation water.  A long and intense education program of conservation, riparian awareness and resource management
will be needed before significant changes may be visible downstream.  Cultural issues and economic stability of the largely agricultural population
must be addressed prior to achieving a healthy and sustainable watershed. 

The team was immensely grateful to Save the Laja for inviting us to this beautiful and historic part of Mexico and for the true hospitality, friendliness
and professionalism shown by them and many Mexican locals during the visit. After five days our motto became:  Long live the Laja!  Viva Mexico! 
This article provided to TRA Stream Lines by Susan Hughes and Mike Mecke. 
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Discovering the Colorado: A Vision of the Austin-Bastrop River Corridor 
Since 2003, neighbors along the Colorado River between Austin and Bastrop have gathered together as stakeholders to have a conversation about
the future of the Colorado River corridor. The 60-mile portion of the corridor discussed by this group begins as the river is set free from the Highland
Dam system at the foot of Longhorn Dam, which forms Austin’s Town Lake. Downstream from Longhorn Dam, the free-flowing river meanders
southeastwardly across the bottomland toward Bastrop. In Bastrop, the corridor ends with the sandstone bluffs, which tower over the river just
downstream from Tahitian Village.  The river continues flowing freely all the way to the Gulf Coast.   

These neighbors formed the Austin-Bastrop River Corridor Partnership and together have articulated a vision of the river corridor in which people of all
ages and interests recognize and appreciate the river for its clean and flowing water, recreational opportunities, scenic beauty, economic resources,
and sustainable land development. 
Now in early 2007, this vision has taken the form of a report
written with the help of the National Park Service Rivers, Trails,
and Conservation Assistance Program.  It contains
recommendations for collaboration in the areas of recreation,
water resources, cultural resources, land use, sand and gravel
mining, and education. This “Vision Report” is intended to
provide a framework for city and regional policy, riparian
protection and restoration efforts, public recreational
infrastructure investment, educational programs, future
development proposals, and an overall tool for the community
to promote a sustainable river corridor. Implementation of the
plan will require support and cooperation among landowners,
businesses, and governmental bodies, and the community’s
commitment to its fulfillment. This plan is the first step toward
orchestrating agency and community actions and finding
funding to make this vision a reality.  
This stretch of the Colorado River has played an important role throughout the history of Central Texas – from prehistoric times to Native American
tribal cultures and Anglo settlements, to the modern day urban lifestyle of the greater Austin/Bastrop metropolitan region. Studies suggest that the
pattern of unprecedented growth of the region over the past ten years will continue, and likely accelerate into the foreseeable future. Highway
construction, sand and gravel mining, and large development projects already planned for the area will dramatically change the landscape of this river
corridor. What was once a vast bottomland forest – a great thicket of green or the “monte grande” described by early Spanish explorers – is now a thin
collection of remnant forests along the riverbanks. Pastures, pecan orchards, housing developments, or gravel pits claim the majority of the bottomland. 

For these reasons and more it is a critical time to recognize the value of the Colorado River and its riparian ecosystem and work cooperatively to
protect and enhance those aspects most valued by the community. By working together to articulate a vision for the river corridor from Austin to
Bastrop, project supporters hope to promote development that is sensitive to the importance of the river, conservation of the delicate natural resources,
river-based recreational opportunities, river interpretation and education programs for all ages and interests, and a necklace of protected natural areas
that can comfortably support all of the above uses. 

Streamside Management in the Hill Country: An Edwards Aquifer Plateau Landowners Guide 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) along with the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Nueces River Authority,
and Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority recently released a new
publication, Streamside Management in the Hill Country: An Edwards
Plateau Landowners Guide, in order to provide information to
landowners on riparian areas and their management. Among the
topics covered in the publication are: the benefits of a healthy riparian
zone, recognition of both healthy and impaired riparian zones and how
a riparian zone can become impaired and repaired.  Also included are
a landowner checklist of riparian health, a short riparian zone plant list
for the Edwards Plateau, and a list of riparian information resources
including the Texas Riparian Association.   The publication is being
distributed without charge to landowners and others interested in
Edwards Plateau riparian management.  You can obtain a copy from
NRCS Zone 2 offices, the Nueces River Authority, Guadalupe-Blanco
River Authority, and TNC offices in central Texas.  You can also
contact the Conservancy’s Blanco River Project office at 512-847-
0790 if you would like to have one delivered.   


